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Synopsis

In this updated edition of the popular textbook, Walter Brueggemann and Tod Linafelt introduce the
reader to the broad theological scope of the Old Testament, treating some of the most important
issues and methods in contemporary biblical interpretation. This clearly written textbook focuses on
the literature of the Old Testament as it grew out of religious, political, and ideological contexts over
many centuries in Israel’s history. Covering every book in the Old Testament (arranged in canonical
order), the authors demonstrate the development of theological concepts in biblical writings from the
Torah through post-exilic Judaism. This introduction invites readers to engage in the construction of

meaning as they venture into these timeless texts.
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Customer Reviews

Walter Brueggemann is William Marcellus McPheeters Professor Emeritus of Old Testament at
Columbia Theological Seminary.Tod Linafelt is Professor of Biblical Literature in the Theology

Department at Georgetown University.

| just stumbled upon this as | was searching for something else. | bought this book a while ago and
use it often. | don’t have time to give detailed thoughts on it... However, this book is amazing.
Brueggemann speaks with so much clarity and sense and authority. He is not dogmatic about
conclusions where dogmatism is not warranted, but gives tons of powerful evidence to make strong

conclusions that stand on solid ground. This title would make extremely conservative Christians a bit



uncomfortable. That is a sad thing as they will miss out on treasures of spiritual and intellectual
wealth. Conservative Christians will certainly not wrestle with the data anywhere close to close as
sufficient as this author does. And at the end there is nothing to fear about critical scholarship. God
is God, and the data is what the data is. We simply fit the data into a Christian worldview and
attribute all that has happened into the perview of God’s providence and accept that this is what He
has done. Breuggemann is by far one of the best at this (along with Childs or Goldingay and others).
Allowing warranted critical positions into our confession is a deeply freeing experience, as we no
longer need to run from seemingly clear data that points in a different direction than our
presupposed traditions. Another benefit of this book is its deep theological and spiritual content in
the midst of its intellectually stimulating critical content. This book as an absolutely must read for

anyone seriously interested in the splendid book of what Christians call the Old Testament!!!

Scholarly yet readable. Very precise. Great resource for seminary or serious student of biblical

theology

Required text for a university course. Very good book.

Best OT overview text with solid theological underpinning.

Love it!

Very interesting points and very educational, but you will need a dictionary and your laptop with a
good search engine to read this book. Allow three times your normal reading time to research and
digest the material in this book.

My Pastor recommended this study guide to me , and | have been very pleased with it. It is witten
with authority and insight yet is clear and easily understandable for the lay student who wishes to

expand their Biblical knowledge base and enhance their reading of scripture.

excellent condition
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